À ne pas diffuser avant septembre 2019 - Not to publish before September 2019

<DQJ/LDQJ\DR¶V0LVVLRQRIWRWKH&DOLSKRI%DJKGƗG
Evidence of an Early Sino-Arabic Power Alliance?
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Introduction
The primary focus of this article is the information inscribed on the tomb stele (shendao
zhi bei 䤆忻ᷳ䠹) of a Chinese eunuch, a certain Yang Liangyao 㣲列䐌 (736–806). This
stele was originally discovered by the Chinese archaeologist and historian Zhang Shimin
⻝ᶾ㮹 in Shaanxi Province, close to present-day Xi’an 大⬱ (in the village of Xiaohuyang
⮷㇞㣲 in Yunyang 暚春 county of the district of Jingyang 㴯春 near Xianyang ①春,
see map 2).1 It is reportedly 189.5 cm high and 93.5 cm wide, the upper part introducing
the stele in seal characters is 85.5 cm high (see illustration below). A “shendao bei” is
normally placed in the path leading to or directly in front of the tomb. Yang Liangyao’s
tomb itself, which could provide us with additional information including his tomb
inscription (muzhiming ⠻娴所), has not yet been excavated.
The text of the stele with the self-designation as “Tomb-passage Stele Inscription of the
)RUPHU2I¿FLDO<DQJRIWKH7DQJ '\QDVW\ ´ ³7DQJJX<DQJIXMXQVKHQGDR]KLEHL´Ⓒ㓭
㣲⹄⏃䤆忻ᷳ䠹 ¿UVWDSSHDUHGLQWKH³/RFDO&KURQLFOHRI-LQJ\DQJ'LVWULFW´ Jingyang
xianzhi 㴯春䷋⽿) in 2001.2 In 2005, Zhang Shimin released a version of the inscription
EDVHGRQKLVDQDO\VLVRIWKHRULJLQDOWH[W6XEVHTXHQWO\5RQJ;LQMLDQJ㥖㕘㰇 of Peking
University has critically analysed the inscription using rubbings, and in 2011 and 2012 has
* 3URI$QJHOD6FKRWWHQKDPPHU8QLYHUVLW\RI6DO]EXUJ+LVWRU\'HSDUWPHQW,2:&McGill University7KLVVWXG\LVSDUWRIWKH0&5, 0DMRU&ROODERUDWLYH5HVHDUFK,QLWLDWLYH SURMHFWVSRQVRUHGE\WKH
6RFLDO6FLHQFHVDQG+XPDQLWLHV5HVHDUFK&RXQFLORI&DQDGD,ZRXOGOLNHWRH[SUHVVP\VSHFLDOVWKDQNV
KHUHWR'U+DVKL]XPH5HWVX㧳䇒䁰 from the Chiba Institute of Science (Chiba kagaku daigaku ⋫叱
䥹⬎⣏⬎) especially for his helpful suggestions concerning transcriptions of Arabic names. I would
also like to thank the editors of BEFEO for their helpful comments and suggestions to an earlier version
RIWKLVDUWLFOH0\¿UVWVWXG\RQWKLVWRSLFKDVEHHQSXEOLVKHGLQ*HUPDQLQDVYang Liangyaos
5HLVHYRQQ&KU]XP.DOLIHQYRQ%DJKGƗG. Eine Mission im Zeichen einer frühen sino-arabischen
Mächte-Allianz"*RVVHQEHUJ2VWDVLHQ9HUODJ
1. 7KHVWHOHFDQEHIRXQGLQWKHPXVHXPRI-LQJ\DQJ5RQJ;LQMLDQJNLQGO\SURYLGHGPHZLWKFRSies, photos, and a rubbing of the stele made by Zhang Jianlin ⻈⺢㜿 WKHWKHQ9LFHGLUHFWRURIWKH
Archaeological Institute of Shaanxi Province). I also received a copy of Zhang Shimin’s latest article
(2013) in which he not only published a rubbing of the stele, but also a careful transcription of the
text. I would like to thank both of my colleagues for allowing me to use the photos, the rubbing, and
WKHWUDQVFULSWLRQIRUWKLVSURMHFW'XULQJDUHVHDUFKH[SHGLWLRQWKDWWRRNPHWR;L¶DQLQ$XJXVW
Zhang Shimin informed me that local authorities have already applied for funds to locate and unearth
Yang Liangyao’s tomb. So we can only hope that further information on the life and personality of
Yang Liangyao may be available in the near future and that grave robbery will not upset these plans.
2. +H3LQJ
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